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413_ «“As far as extant literature is concerned and at this there was only a spoken literature, which was preserved by oral
tradition, and first committed to writing long afterwards”. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, T. Fisher
Unwin, London, 1907, p. 71.

414_ “We have seen that the oldest existing poems date from the beginning of the fifth century of our era, whereas the art
of writing did not come into general use among the Arabs until some two hundred years afterwards Pre-Islamic poetry,
therefore, was preserved by oral tradition alone”. Idem, p. 131.

415 «The Jahiliyya or Pre-islamic Age covers scarcely more than a century, from about 500 A.D. ... to the year of
Muhammed’s Flight to Medina (622 A.D.), which is the starting point of a new era in Aranian history. The influence of
these hundred and twenty years was great and lasting). Idem, p. 71.

S 622 ple JL 500 ple e 418
... and the question arises, How was this possible? What guarantee have we that songs living on men’s lips for so

long period have retained their original form, even approximately?”. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of
Arabs, p. 131.

417_ <«
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418- It is quite certain that the poems of pagan nomadic Arabia were not transmitted in writing, but orally“.Charles
Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 131.

419- < No doubt many verses, e.g., those which enemies, were constantly being recited by his him, and in this way short
occasional poems or fragments of longer ones might be perpetuated. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of
Arabs, p. 131.

420 “The odes recording the triumphs of a tribe were its most precious possession, and were handed down from
generation to generation“. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 11.

)L’.&SU < :n ‘JU\ 4 *' _421
422. “Besides, this general knowledge, spread throughout the tribe, there was also the special institution of the rawi or
transmitter, whose business it was not used except in towns and for special purposes, the art of memory was much more

actively cultivated than it is in modern times; and there is nothing to surprise us in the transmission of poems in this
manner for two or three hundred years“. Idem, p. 11.
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423_ “It has often been pointed out that the conservation of the ancient Indian Literature, during the centuries before
writing came into general use, affords a still more striking example of the achievement of human memory*. Charles
Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 11. Margin 2.

424_ <“It is natural to suppose that in the process of such transmission the poems suffered some degree of change. Words
of equivalent meaning would be substituted for others infirmity of memory would lead to the dropping of verses, the
shifting of arrangement of lines, the supply of parts forgotten by other phrases extemporized by the recite...”’. Idem, p.
12.

ol s e S Lol 3 s 23U Jglis g 42
426_ <. such phenomena are common everywhere. Yet, when we examine the poems themselves, we find sufficient

evidence of individuality of character to warrant us in concluding that there is no difficulty in holding that they are in
the main the work of the authors to whom they are ascribed’’. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 12.
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”’Dans ’antiquité grecque, une rhapsodie est une suite de poémes épiques chantés par les rhapsodes, des chanteurs
itinérants’’. https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhapsodie

428_ <<Of whole qasidas like the Mu’allaqat, however, none or very few would have reached us if their survival had
depended solely pn their popularity. What actually saved them in the first place was an institution resembling that of the
Rhapsodistes in Greece’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 131.
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430_ <<By the ancient Arabs the (Sha’ir, plural Shu’ara), as his name implies, was held to be a person endowed with
supernatural knowledge, a wizard in league with spirits (jinn) or satans (shayatin) and dependent on them for the
magical powers which he displayed ... as well as the influential position which he occupied...””. Reynold A. Nicholson,
A Literary History of Arabs, p. 72.
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43L. <“Every tribe had its poets, who freely uttered what they felt and thought. Their unwritten words "flew across the
dessert faster than arrows", and came home to the hearts and bosoms of all who heard them..””. Reynold A. Nicholson,
A Literary History of Arabs, p. 72.

432. <“poetry gave life and currency to an ideal of Arabian virtue (muruwwa)‘‘. Idem, p. 72.

433_ << __based on tribal community of blood and insisting that only ties of blood were sacred, nevertheless became an
invisible bond between diverse clans, and formed, whether consciously or not, the basis of a national community of
sentiment”’. Idem, p. 72.

434_ ““The idea of poetry as an art was developed afterwards; the pagan shd’ir is the oracle of his tribe, their guide in
peace and their champion in war’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 73.
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435. ““The powers of the sha’ir, however, were chiefly exhibited in Satire (hija),... and is an element of war just a
important as the actual fighting”’. Idem, p. 73.

436_ <Every professed poet had his rawi (reciter), who accompanied him everywhere, committed his poem to memory,
and handed them down, as well as the circumstances connected with them, to other. The characters of poet and rawi

&
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were often combined; thus Zuhayr was the rawi of his step-father, Aws b. Hojr, while his own rawi was al-Hutay'a”.
Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 131.
437_ <“If the tradition of poetry was at first a labour of love, it afterwards, became a lucrative business, and the Rawi,

instead of being attached to individual poets, began to form an independent class,carrying in their memories a
prodigious stock of ancient verse and miscellaneous learning. It is related, for example, that Hammad once said to the

Caliph Walid b. Yazid I can recite to you, for each letter of the alphabet, one hundred long poems rhyming in that
letter...Walid, on being informed of the fact, ordered him a present of one hundred thousand dirhams”’. Idem, p. 131-

132.
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439_ <“The stories which are told of Hammad al-Rawiya, clearly show how unscrupulous he was in his methods, and we
have no reason to suppose that he was an exception to the rule. His contemporary, Mufaddal al-Dabbi, is reposted to
have said that the corruption which poetry suffered through Hammad could never be repaired...””’. Reynold A.
Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 133.

/1399 2 L S s (el adll ol ez 5 Bl g el ik 3 3legll Ay (B! ) sl DY S g Jlay M0
554 .ol .z 1979
1256 NS 3 - a;\gs‘w e 4@},«;—‘ Q}ﬂg :,U.ijk_‘i A4l

442_ <This art of forgery was brought to perfection by Khalaf al- Ahmar ...who lerned it in the school of Hammad. If he
really composed the famous Lamiyya ascribed to Shanfara, his own poetical endowments must have been of the highest
order. In his old age he repented and confessed that he was the author of several poems which the scholars of Basra and
Kufa had accepted as genuine...””. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 134.
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443- ¢“In these circumstances a certain amount of error was inevitable. Apart from unconscious failings of memory, there
can be no doubt that in many cases the Rawi acted with intent to deceive. Idem, p. 133.

S OTA s 4 3supial) 444
445_ <_the language of the Koran and the Hadith was rapidly becoming obsolete as a spoken idiom outside of the
Arabian peninsula... Iraq, Khurasan, Syria, Egypt. It was essential that the sacred Text should be explained, and this
necessity gave birth to the sciences of Grammar and Lexicography’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of
Arabs, p. 132-133.
446- <“The philologists, or, as they have been aptly designated, the Humanists of Basra and Kufa, where these studies
were prosecuted with peculiar zeal, naturally found their best material in the Pre-islamic poems a well of Arabic
undefiled. At first the ancient poetry merely formed a basis for philological research, but in process of time a literary
enthusiasm was awakened.The surviving Rawi were eagerly sought out and induced to yield up their stores, the
compositions of famous poets were collected, arranged, and committed to writing, and as the demand increased, so did
the supply’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 133.
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447. <“The Grammarians of Basra and Kufa, by whom the remains of ancient Arabian Poetry were rescued from
oblivion, arranged and collected their material according to various principles. Either the poems of an individual or
those of a number of individuals belonging to the tribe or class were brought together - such a collection was called
Diwan plural Dawawin; or, again, the compiler edited a certain number of gasidas chosen for their fame or excellence
or on other grounds, or he formed an anthology of shorter pieces or fragments, which were arranged under different
heads according to their subject-matter>’. ldem, p. 127-128.

448_ <<Besides the corruptions due to the Rawi, others have been accumulated by the philologists themselves’. Reynold
A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 134.
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449_ <As the Koran and the Hadith were, of course, spoken and afterwards written in the dialect of Quraysh, to whom
Mohammad belonged, this dialect was regarded as the classical standard; consequently the variations thereform which
occurred in the ancient poems were, for the most part, amended and harmonized whith it*’. Idem, p. 134.

450_ <“Many changes were made under the influence of Islam, e.g. ‘Allah> was probably often substituted for the pagan
godess ‘al-Lat’>’. Idem, p. 134.

451. <“Moreover, The structure of the gasida, its disconnectedness and want of logical cohesion, favoured the omission
and transposition of whole passages or single verses...the reader can judge for himself how far the poems, as they now
stand, are likely to have retained the form in which they were first uttered to the wild Arabs of the Pre-islamic Age”’.
Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 134.
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452- ““The Bedouin view of life was thoroughly hedonistic. Love, wine, gambling, hunting, the pleasures of song and
romance’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 136.
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453. ““They believed vaguely in a supreme God, Allah,and more definitely in his three daughters — al-Lat, Manat and al-
"Uzza- who were venerated all over Arabia and whose intercession was graciously accepted by Allah. There were also
numerous ldols enjoying high favour while they continued to bring good luck to their worshippers”. Idem, p. 135.
454_<<Of real piety the ordinary Bedouin knew nothing. He felt no call to pray to his gods, although he often found them
convenient to swear by”. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 135.

4%5- “‘He might invoke Allah in the hour of need, as a drowning man will clutch at a straw; but his faith in superstitious
ceremonies was stronger. He did not take his religion too seriously”. Idem, p. 135.

4%6. <‘Religion had so little influence on the lives of the pre-islamic Arabs that we cannot expect to find much trace of it
in their Poetry”. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 135.
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457- ““‘We may be sure that men like Nabigha, Labid, and A'sha did not remain unaffected by the culture around them,
even if it seldom entered very deeply into their lives’’. Idem, p. 139.
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Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 139.

daa



O ) Jaad) aorgdl) 2y oS 5 ¢ Jalb asdl (3 s JBT semgr Gptaand) M Cojimy
il 3 il elaad) sl BV S OF LS Y 1k G QYN 0 e s 24
g Il d Ll s STy i WL Lile o Lge St ) abliad) 5 Jald
(Oigkels 5 (JUW e el 5 55 088 Ll ) ot (U doV) i)l sgmr SIS (3 il
0L Ole) Olgl ol s

Ao M] daks D13 Cend oMl 35S Al oLzl /1

Aodl] a3 o 88Tl ablin) /2

PNl jlasl of &) dibaadl 5 ased) (bl suld) e dns /3

gl sl 3 s elae ST R85 By by ol sl Slemsdl 05dST 23,
el Gany oy LU oy bl 2ope Jalh) el sl sV 035y i
drg el palaadl Gl e G g Leagry gy a5 T s L (g pds g
i g sl s 30T diibane Slpnds ol OF gl (b il e 2L Lis Loy
LA el dass dab oo L B aty g b )

150 055 O 5y9all od (S 5 ol 2l 3 200 50 2y L) e 05l 04

oo oSN g sl gl sles) g aidl e (3 sladl ) Gyl of U ey LWL 5 (LSl

4%9- ¢“That considerable traces of religious feeling are to be found in pre-islamic poetry admits of no denial, but the
passages in question were formerly explained as due to interpolation. This view no longer prevails. Thanks mainly to
the arguments of von Kremer, Sir Charles Lyall, and Willhausen, it has come to be recognised. 1)that in many cases the
above-mentioned religious feeling is not islamic in tone; 2) that the passages in which it occurs are nor of islamic
origin; and 3) that it is the natural and necessary result of the widely spread, though on the whole superficial, influence
of judaism, and Christianity’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 139-140.
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Reynold A. Nicholson, Idem, p. 140. ey 401
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Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 140. o, 463
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465_ <“These things are not characteristic of old Arabian poetry, but the fact that they do appear at times is quite in accord
with the other facts which have been stated, and justifies the conclusion that during the sixth century religion and
culture were imperceptibly extending their sphere of influence in Arabia, leavening the pagan masses, and gradually
preparing the way for Islam’’. Reynold A. Nicholson, A Literary History of Arabs, p. 140.
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466- <“The seven poems for example, are all highly individual and characteristic poems,... The same is the case with the
remaining three poems (by al-A’sha, an-Nabigha, and ‘Abid) which have by different judges been reckoned among the
poems’’. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 12.

467 <. and set before us seven very distinct personalities... Characters like Imra’al-Qais, Zuhair, Labid, an-Nabigha,
al-A’sha have communicated their own stamp to their poetry”. Idem, p. 12.
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468_ <‘and it would be a most fantastic view to take that the main part of the poems attributed to them was fabricated in a

later age, by scholars who lived under totally different conditions, in a world which had radically changed from the days
of the nomadic life of desert Arabia”. Idem, p. 12.

469_ <<Another reason for holding that the ancient poetry is entitled to be received as, on the whole, genuine and not
fabricated is that it is presupposed by the poetry of the first age under Islam. The famous poets of the first century, -al-
Farazdag, Jarir, al-Akhtal, Dhu-r-Rumma,- carried on without a break the tradition of the poets of the pagan time.
Besides the personal references which they make to them, they use their poetical stock-in-trade over and over again,
elaborating the same themes in the same way, improving, modifying, adapting, but still carrying on the same tradition.
There can be no question that we possess the genuine works of these poets, who lived in an age when writing was
generally used for recording poetical compositions, though oral recitation was still the method of producing them to the
public”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 12.
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470 <A third reason is that the ancient poems abound in words which were intelligible to the scholars who first
subjected them to critical examination; they belong to an older stratum of language, and had passed out of Current use
when the poems were written down and put together into Diwans. Any one familiar with the ancient commentaries
(which form the material from which the great lexicons were afterwards compiled) must be aware that the
commentators -who differ greatly among themselves - arrived at their explanations of difficulties by comparing one
passage with another, by arguments and discussion, and not to any great extent by reference to the living speech, which
no longer contained the words of which the meaning was sought The lexicographical literature is entirely founded upon
the ancient poetry and the language of the Quran and the traditions of the prophet, and it assumes the genuineness of the
former juste as much as it does that of the latter”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid lbn Al-Abras, p. 12.

471 <‘On the whole, there seems to be no reason to doubt that the majority of the poems are rightly ascribed to ‘Abid”.
Idem, p. 15.



. £

oda C)\_J}! e O 2}!1 ubh\_;-\ I«.&J\ A~ o O 4] J\_:S LST) uL_wT LW oda ol
el e Jol sp 058 Ly T allan ) ol L 5 Gl s e Gy o diall
B Leh) ¢ 0Ly LSLC ST claldl Bladl u i5le g sl 4ylaad) =R (O i)

AL RNUI PR ANE PN

Frizt Hommel, Aufsdzte und Dy lad) cn cMlidl ods e ol e Jof Jss b L}u‘y\ 3 il 055 L, 472
Abhandlungen. Arabistisch- semitologischen Inhalts, Miinchen, ohne Auflage, 1982, p. 52 usw.
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473- <‘there are other cases in which it is evident that both poets drew on the stock of poetic phrases and subjects... It is
scarcely necessary to point out that these historical references and coincidences of treatment furnish a very strong
argument in favour of the genuineness of the poems, both those of the Asadite and those of the Prince of Kindah, in
which they occur”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid lbn Al-Abras, p. 7.
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475. <“‘We may well be sceptical as to the legendary details of the slaying of Hujr and the wanderings of Imra’ al-Qais in
his quest of vengeance, as handed down by tradition; but as to the main facts there does not appear to me to any reason
for doubt. Even the journey of Imra’ al-Qais to ask the assistance of the Emperor at Constantinople, which at first sight
seems improbable, is attested by a reference in ‘Abid’s poem No. IV. V. 19...”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn
Al-Abras, p. 7.
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Theodor Noldecke, Beitrage zur Kenntniss der Poesie der alten Araber, Carl Rtimpler, Hannover 1864, :6lis™ 5 .262 . »
57 usw.

... This act of faithfulness on the part of as-Samau’al was celebrated in a famous poem addressed, some time early

in the seventh century A.D. by al’asha of Qais to Shuraih, the descendant of as-Samau’al, about the genuineness of
which there can be no doubt”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid lbn Al-Abras, pp. 7-8.
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480_ ““This poem is in a somewhat unsatisfactory condition, and its text has suffered from the long time during which it
was transmitted orally... The poem is addressed to Imra' al-Qais”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p.
42.
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Wilhelm Ahtwardt, The Diwans of the six ancient Arabic poets,Londen, 1870, p. 155.
484 <“Not only is ‘Abid connected with Imra’ al-Qays by these historical notices : there are evident signs in the
compositions of the two poets that both handled the same subjects, and probably (beforethe feud arose) in friendly
rivalty with one another. ‘Abid’s most celebrated poem, No. 1, argrees in phrase and measure,... with a poem by Imra’
al-Qays, No. LV in Ahlward’s edition. This is the more remarkable, as the metre og both, a form of the Basaat, is
extremely rare, and so far as [ am aware no other example of it has been in the old poetry”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of
Abid Ibn Al-Abras, p. 7.
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486- <‘Notice a simile for her limbs which recurs in the poetry of Imra' al-Qais”. Charles Lyall, The Diwan of Abid lbn
Al-Abras, p. 36.
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489_ Sir Charles Lyall, The Diwans of ‘Abid Ibn Al-Abras, P. IlI, IV.
4%0_ |dem, P. XXIII, XXIV.
491. Sir Charles Lyall, The Diwans of ‘Abid lbn Al-Abras, P. XVI.
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853-¢‘J>ay toljours eu beaucoup de respect pour ceux qui mettent a ’épreuve les ouvrages de la nature, pour en mieux
examiner les merveilles, et ceux qui travaillent sur les maximes de 1’antiquité, pour y voir ce que la négligence nous
avoit laissé perdre”’. Hédelin Frangois (abbé D’ AUBIGNAC), Conjectures académiques, ou Dissertations sur 1’Iliade,
Chez Francois Fournier, Paris, MDCCXV (1715). p. 4.
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854_<11 ne faut donc pas s'étonner si I'on s'éleve contre moy, si j'entreprends de traiter un sujet qui semble contredire tous
les auteurs, et méme les plus fameux, qui ont écrit depuis plus de deux mil ans. lls ont tous regardé comme un chef-
d'oeuvre les poésies qui portent le nom d'Homére...”’. Idem, pp. 4-5.

8%5_<<Cependant I'on peut dire, que tout est intelligible dans cet ouvrage, et que les idées qu'il expose, font soltenués par
des preuves si claires, et si fortes, qu'il sera difficile de n'en pas étre convaincu’’.ldem, Préambule.
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8%-¢“On a cr@ ; non seulement qu’il était homme, mais on a dit que cet homme était divin ; on I’a nommé prince des

poétes, la fontaine de toutes les sciences, et de toutes les vertus, la source des beaux esprits...””. Hédelin Francois
(abbé D’ AUBIGNAC), Conjectures académiques, ou Dissertations sur 1’Iliade, p. 10.
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857_¢« Homere est communément considéré comme le premier et le plus grand des poétes du monde occidental, si bien
que les deux épopées qui lui sont attribuées, I'lliade et I'Odyssée, constituent le fondement de la littérature et de la
culture greque, références absolues de 1'Antiquité jusqu'a nos jours, pour tout 1'Occident... Les anciens, de maniére
éparse, parlérent d'Homére, dans la mesure ou il fut une référence pour les poétes, mais aussi pour les historiens et les
philosophes...””. Marie-Andrée Colbeaux, raconter la vie d’Homére dans 1’Antiquité, sous la direction de Philippe
Rousseau. Université Charles De Gaulle. Lille I11. Thése soutenue le 5 novembre 2004, VVolume I, P. 5.
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M. De Sales, histoire d’Homére et d’Orphée, Arthus Bertrand D OgeyeY) U e oy g LLadll s g 659
Librairie, Paris, 1808, p. 10.
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860-¢“1 faudroit remonter bien-haut dans les siecles passez pour voir ce Poéte, et peut-étre que personne ne I'a jamais v(.

S'il a vécu, c'est long-temps avant ceux qui l'ont nommé...””. Hédelin Francois (abbé D’AUBIGNAC), Conjectures
académiques, ou Dissertations sur 1’Iliade, p. 8.
Le Marquis de Fortia d’Urban, Homére et ses écrits, Librairie Fournier J. Paris, 1832, p. 33. : ar, 661

862- <“Homere n’est pas un étre imaginaire, comme ont essayé de le démontrer certains critiques...””. Une société de

professeurs, les Auteurs grecs, Librairie de L. Hachette et ¢'®. 1867, p. 1.

863-¢“Nous ne savons presque rien de celui que les Anciens nomment « le Poéte ». A-t-il seulement existé ? 1l semble
que sous le nom d'Homeére on puisse regrouper plusieurs poétes de la méme école qui, génération aprés génération, ont
composé les récits homériques, ce qui permettrait d'expliquer les grandes différences stylistiques entre I'lliade et
1'0Odyssée’’. Karine Guihard et Fabienne Lincet, Musée des Beaux-Arts de Caen, Parcours « La mythologie », Musée
des Beaux-Arts de Caen, Caen, France, 2013, p. 3.
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M. De Sales, histoire d’Homeére et d’Orphée, p. 64. s Ly 665

866-¢‘La vie d’Homeére a été écrite par le premier historien de la Gréce, qui vivait quatre ou cinq-cens ans aprés lui’’. Le
Marquis de Fortia d’Urban, Homére et ses écrits, p. 34.

867_¢‘Quatre ou cinq siécles ne sont pas un intervalle assez long pour que I’histoire ne se conserve pas dans le pays ou
les événements ont eu lieu”’. Idem, p. 34.
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668. <‘Certains couples parentaux sont liés au monde divin, avec cette nuance prés que les uns sont des dieux a part
entiére,... A l'opposé, toute une tradition affirme affirme que les parents d'Homére étaient de simples humains. Entre
ces deux tendences, se distinguent finalement les auteurs qui prétendent que les parents du poéte se trouvent dans les
poémes homériques ou le monde mythique’’. Marie-Andrée Colbeaux, raconter la vie d’Homére dans I’antiquité,
volume I, P. 43.

L Lo g 4o ek e b1 By egnasn gllly dsol U i) o el
869-‘“De nombreuses cités prétendaient effectivement qu'Homeére était né en leur sein,...”". Idem, volume I, P. 34. Voir
aussi p. 40.
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670_¢« On comprend aisément qu'un certain nombre de cités revendiquérent la naissance d'Homeére de point de vue
politique. Dire qu'Homeére est né dans telle ou telle cité, c'est accordé a celle-ci et a ses citoyens un rdle dans I'histoire
du poete qui marqua au plus haut point la culture antique. Homere devient alors de héro de la cité et recoit les honneurs
propres a ce statut, ... Le prestige du poéte n'est pas sans conséquences sur la cité’’. Marie-Andrée Colbeaux, raconter
la vie d’Homeére dans ’antiquité, volume I, P. 39.

671_¢< ce qui permit a Proclus de conclure qu'Homeére était un citoyen du monde ‘‘.Marie-Andrée Colbeaux, raconter la
vie d’Homére dans I’antiquité, volume I, P. 34.
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Le Marquis de Fortia d’Urban, Homeére et ses écrits, p. 25 et suite. Sy 674

675-J. Barthélemy Saint-Hilaire, I’lliade d’Homeére traduite en vers francais, librairie académique, Paris, 1868,
Introduction.
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880_¢¢_ . .Corrinnus avait écrit une Iliade au temps de la guerre de Toye.Syagrius en avait fait de méme, et ’on asseure

qu’il fut fort en colere contre Homere qui 1’avait imité...”>. Hédelin Francois (abbé D’AUBIGNAC), Conjectures
académiques, ou Dissertations sur 1’Iliade, p. 13.
B81_¢¢_ . .mais je crois que c’est une vision de quelque moderne, et que cet Homere que je crois un auteur imaginaire, n’en

a jamais été connu...”’. ldem, p. 13-14. & .2z

Hédelin Frangois (abbé D’ AUBIGNAC), Conjectures académiques, ou Dissertations sur I’lliade, s Ly 682

p. 13 et suite.
A7-16 .o cands g M 1 sy 698
...mais de prétendre que I’auteur de cette poésie ait eu les vertus infuses pour les enseigner aux ages suivants, qu’il

en ait été la source, sans jamais en avoir rien puisé d’ailleurs, cela est ridicule ; il les avait apprises de ceux qui 1’ont
précedé ; il avait vii des ouvrages qui lui ont ouvert le chemin pour aller aux grandes choses...””. ldem, p. 19.
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W. Ward and R. Waller, The Cambridge History of English Literature, Putnam’s Sons, New York, 2 oy, 689
University Press, Cambridge, England, VVol. VI, The Drama to 1642, part one, p. 236.
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6%-‘On ne peut méme librement ajolter que nous n'avons aucune tradition qui nous en ait apporté I'histoire d'écrivain
en écrivain depuis le temps de la guerre qui se lit dans ses vers jusques au ndtre ; car depuis la ruine de Troye, jusques
au premier Auteur profane que nous avons, il y a plus de 700 ans écoulez. Le silence d'un si long cours d'années a tout
abimé dans un oubli general, ou du moins il est refté si peu de chose, qu'on ne peut en avoir aucun témoignage
asseuré”’. Hédelin Francois (abbé D’AUBIGNAC), Conjectures académiques, ou Dissertations sur 1’Iliade, Paris, p. 8.
Voir aussi : George Grote, History of Greece, John P. Jewett and Company, Boston, 1852, Vol. Il. Et William Mitford,
The History of Greece, Timothy Bedlington, Boston, 1823.
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.100-99 P .11 a c(r.LE.:.S\) t}\&y\ u\;fgg}w‘W CJLH j-"‘ 699
Or ces Homeristes, pour faire valoir leur métier, ne pouvaient se moderer dans les lolianges d'Homere; cétait leur
divinité comme c'était leur gagne-pain, Il fallait qu'ils donnassent une estime incomparable a ses vers, parce que s'ils
n'étaient recherchez, ils courraient fortune de tomber dans une miserable mendicité, de sorte que par tout ils pronaient le
merite d'Homere, ils publiaient les lolianges de sa poésie, ils faisaient resoner hautement tous les vers jusques aux plus

faibles, et ne pronongaient pas une de ses paroles sans admiration,...”’. Hédelin Frangois (abbé D’ AUBIGNAC),
Conjectures académiques, ou Dissertations sur I’Iliade, p. 23.
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702.¢« Les peuples furent aisément persuadez par l’ignorance et le plaisir, que ce poéte passa pour un homme
miraculeux, et les plus habiles n’osaient, ou ne se souciaient pas de les détromper”’. Idem, p. 23-24. <2z
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